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he was at Ford's Theatre on 10th Street. "Well," said I,
"Secretary Seward is an invalid in bed in his house yonder
on 15th Street." James said he had been there, stopped in
at the house to make inquiry before alarming me.

I immediately dressed myself, and, against the earnest
remonstrance and appeals of my wife, went directly to Mr.
Seward's, whose residence was on the east side of the square,
mine being on the north. James accompanied me. As we
were crossing 15th Street, I saw four or rive men in earn-
est consultation, standing under the lamp on the corner
by St. John's Church. Before I had got half across the
street, the lamp was suddenly extinguished and the knot
of persons rapidly dispersed. For a moment and but a
moment I was disconcerted to find myself in darkness,
but, recollecting that it was late and about time for the
moon to rise, I proceeded on, not having lost five steps,
merely making a pause without stopping. Hurrying for-
ward into 15th Street, I found it pretty full of people,
especially so near the residence of Secretary Seward,
where there were many soldiers as well as citizens already
gathered.

Entering the house, I found the lower hall and office full
of persons, and among them most of the foreign legations,
all anxiously inquiring what truth there was in the horrible
rumors afloat. I replied that my object was to ascertain
the facts. Proceeding through the hall to the stairs, I
found one, and I think two, of the servants there holding
the crowd in check. The servants were frightened and
appeared relieved to see me. I hastily asked what truth
there was in the story that an assassin or assassins had
entered the house and assaulted the Secretary. They said
it was true, and that Mr. Frederick was also badly injured.
They wished me to go up, but no others. At the head of
the first stairs I met the elder Mrs. Seward, who was
scarcely able to speak but desired me to proceed up to Mr.
Seward's room. I met Mrs. Frederick Seward on the third
story, who, although in extreme distress, was, under the